
Good afternoon -  

 

Following is a press release announcing the recapitalization of Northbrook's 

Corporate Imaging Concepts LLC by Cardinal Equity Partners and Aldine Capital 

Partners.  Funding will allow the branded promotional products company to 

accelerate its expansion and acquisition plans. With locations in Illinois, Indiana and 

Florida, Corporate Imaging Concepts LLC has achieved double-digit growth in the 

past three years and is on target to reach $50MM by 2017. 

 

If you would like additional information about the company and its growth plans, 

please contact President and CEO Brian K. Abrams. Thank you for your 

consideration. 

 
You can also unsubscribe to future emails and press releases below.  
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

Corporate Imaging Concepts’ Performance Secures Millions in Funding from 

Two Midwest Private Equity Firms 

  

Northbrook, Illinois – Thursday, December 19 ,2013.  Today, Brian K. Abrams, 

President and CEO of Corporate Imaging Concepts LLC, a top-ranked promotional 

products company, announced a series of multi-million dollar funding agreements 

with two of the Midwest’s leading private equity firms – Cardinal Equity Partners in 

Indianapolis and Aldine Capital Partners in Chicago.  In addition, Mr. Abrams and his 

wife, Patty, made an additional investment in the company. 

  

Founded by Abrams in 1996, Corporate Imaging Concepts has distinguished itself by 

steady sales growth, advanced warehouse and fulfillment capabilities as well as 

industry accolades, including its current number eight ranking as one of the 

industry’s best places to work.   Technological innovations, notably the company’s 

proprietary LEIF™ platform, have revolutionized supply chain in the branded 

promotional products industry. 

  

According to Abrams, the time was right to secure additional support.  “We’ve built 

an impressive track record that’s garnered attention in the financial community.” To 

date, the company’s financial approach has resulted in a debt-free position and 

revenue, if reported, which would rank it in the top 40 of the industry. With an eye 

toward continued, sustained growth, he added, ”We wanted to find partners as 

aggressive as we are. Our four-year goal of increasing the company’s annual sales to 



over $50 million is ambitious, but consistent with our current growth rate.” 

  

The process to find partners began in April 2013.  By summer, twelve private equity 

firms had expressed interest.  Five finalists submitted offers and when Capital Equity 

Partners was chosen, they suggested adding Aldine Capital Partners. Aldine jumped 

on board. “Corporate Imaging Concepts fits our niche perfectly,” said Peter Munson, 

Cardinal’s Managing Director, “This is a well-run, value-added, technology-driven, 

middle market business that offers tremendous growth potential.  The company’s 

commitment to technological change and service excellence, plus Brian’s 

entrepreneurial spirit, really clinched it for us.”  

  

With online company store programs and systems in place that have processed over 

50,000 online orders this year, and satellite offices in Indiana and Florida, all 

partners agree that CIC’s success is completely scalable.  Part of Corporate Imaging 

Concepts’ future includes acquisition and expansion.  That means adding sales staff 

and acquiring competitors. “Our salespeople do extraordinarily well,” reports 

Abrams, “they are provided all of the tools necessary to succeed.  In fact, our 

average salesperson generates in excess of one million dollars in sales per year.  In 

the year ahead, we’ll be looking to acquire companies and hire seasoned salespeople 

throughout the United States – those who share our entrepreneurial spirit and the 

desire to increase their books of business.” 

  

As for the confidence displayed by the private equity firms, Abrams adds, “It’s been 

rewarding to know that the financial community understands what we’ve been built 

over the past 16 years, and even more gratifying to know that they support our 

vision as we move forward. We are excited about the future.” 

  

About Corporate Imaging Concepts LLC: Founded in 1996 as Corporate Imaging 

Concepts, Inc., the Northbrook, Illinois-based company provides branded 

promotional products and online company store portals for the nation’s largest 

corporations. CIC’s game-changing LEIF™ technology solution links customers 

directly to world-class suppliers and has led the industry in supply chain efficiencies. 

In December 2013, the company partnered with Cardinal Equity Capital, LLC and 

Aldine Capital Partners, Inc. to become Corporate Imaging Concepts LLC.  

  

About Cardinal Equity Partners LLC: Cardinal Equity Partners is an Indianapolis-

based private equity firm that invests with a long term mission of creating value by 

providing growth capital and management resources to its partner companies. 

  

About Aldine Capital Partners, Inc:  Aldine is a Chicago-based private equity firm 

investing in companies with a sustained history of successful operations and revenue 



growth. 

   

### 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

   

  

Brian K. Abrams 

Corporate Imaging Concepts LLC 

847.412.6627 

briana@corp-imaging.com 
 

mailto:briana@corp-imaging.com

